Lebedev and Khodorkovsky must be released!

A statement by the participants in the public hearings
“The second Khodorkovsky-Lebedev trial:  the people’s verdict”
The trial of Platon Lebedev and Mikhail Khodorkovsky in the Khamovnichesky Court has been going on for a year and a half.  Throughout all this time, a multitude of people with a variety of views and life experiences has been conducting a public monitoring of the trial – scientists, cultural and artistic figures, human rights advocates, politicians, economists, journalists and ordinary citizens.
Hundreds of people, either following the course of the trial or personally attending it, have unanimously called it  absurd and have compared it with Kafka’s The Trial.  The observers did not hear evidence of the defendants’ guilt, but then they did find out from the state prosecution that one can steal all the oil produced over 6 years and yet still get a profit and pay taxes, that to be the manager of an enterprise – this is to be the leader of an organised criminal group, that to expand production and to try to make a profit – this is a mercenary endeavour, while to pay out dividends to shareholders – this is to bribe them directly.  “Whatever you do is futile; whatever we have thought up – we will accomplish” - this is the slogan of the prosecutor’s office in an adversarial trial.

The absurdity of the charges and the absolutely transparent political subtext of the trial, so intrinsic to the Stalinist show trials, looks even more outrageous against the background of the ritual condemnation of the repressions of the 1920s-1950s by the country’s leadership.
We know that a great many people have already been sentenced or are on trial and under investigation in trials that are just as artificially “contracted”, but of a lower profile - some of them “economic”, others openly political.  And for this reason, as fate would have it, the Khodorkovsky-Lebedev trial has become the symbol of all the lies and falsehood of domestic justice.
But we have not reconciled ourselves with the notion that we are doomed to the total corruption of officials, the arbitrariness of the authorities, and convictions by contract.  We will do everything within our power to release Platon Lebedev and Mikhail Khodorkovsky.  Because today the Khamovnichesky Court is not just deciding the fate of two people -  it is determining the fate of Russia for many years to come.
We declare that any guilty verdict for Lebedev and Khodorkovsky - whether it be a sentence of one year, or five, or the 14 years requested by the prosecutor’s office  - will become a guilty verdict for ALL who have believed in the law and in freedom, for ALL honest business, for ALL of us.
This is a direct and immediate accusation of ALL heads of enterprises with organising criminal groups, ALL workers – with participating in criminal associations.  A guilty verdict -  this is a burying of the last hopes for justice, modernisation and the democratic development for our country.

We are convinced that the courts of a future free Russia will not only rehabilitate all the victims of contract justice, but will punish those who had fabricated the charges against these people and had dragged them through various star chamber trials.
We do not want to lose hope that the Russian Federation will begin a return to law, and that the return will begin with the acquittal of Platon Lebedev and Mikhail Khodorkovsky.  This – is a chance to become a civilised country.
We call upon the President of the Russian Federation, in his capacity as guarantor of constitutional rights and freedoms, to protect the Khamovnichesky Court from the pressure of those forces that have instigated this shameful trial out of completely self-evident motives.
We call upon the honourable court to issue as fair and true a verdict as the court of the people has  – NOT GUILTY, ACQUITTED, FREE.
Ludmilla Alexeeva, chairwoman of the Moscow Helsinki Group,
chairwoman of the In Defence of Prisoners’ Rights Foundation
Sergey Kovalev, Andrei Sakharov Foundation
Lev Ponomarev, All-Russia Movement For Human Rights
Liya Akhedzhakova, actress
Oleg Basilashvili, actor
Fazil Iskander, writer
Nina Katerli, writer
Inna Churikova, actress
Pavel Lungin, director
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